
The	
  Independent	
  Activity	
  period	
  is	
  no	
  doubt	
  the	
  best	
  experience	
  one	
  has	
  after	
  getting	
  into	
  
the	
   MSCM	
   program.	
   It’s	
   an	
   excellent	
   opportunity	
   to	
   do	
   whatever	
   you	
   want	
   to	
   do	
   and	
  
explore	
   a	
   completely	
   different	
   culture	
   and	
   environment.	
   I	
   utilised	
   this	
   period	
   even	
  more	
  
because	
  I	
  went	
  to	
  the	
  US	
  eight	
  days	
  before	
  the	
  starting	
  and	
  had	
  tours	
  in	
  between	
  too.	
  

PRE	
  IAP	
  Experience	
  	
  

I	
  landed	
  in	
  New	
  York	
  on	
  30th	
  Dec.	
  It	
  was	
  a	
  particularly	
  very	
  cold	
  winter	
  this	
  time	
  in	
  the	
  East.	
  I	
  
was	
  looking	
  at	
  the	
  runway	
  from	
  the	
  front	
  camera	
  in	
  the	
  flight	
  as	
  it	
  was	
  descending	
  and	
  all	
  I	
  
could	
  see	
  was	
  runway	
  and	
  everything	
  else	
  was	
  white.	
  By	
  the	
  time	
  I	
  got	
  out	
  it	
  was	
  snowing	
  
and	
   that	
   how	
   NEW	
   York	
   welcomed	
   me.	
   I	
   stayed	
   in	
   Downtown	
   Manhattan.	
   I	
   spent	
   new	
  
year’s	
  eve	
  roaming	
  on	
  the	
  streets	
  of	
  New	
  York.	
  In	
  four	
  days	
  I	
  managed	
  to	
  see	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  New	
  
York	
  (Manhattan	
  at	
  least).	
  To	
  name	
  a	
  few	
  I	
  took	
  a	
  tour	
  to	
  Statue	
  of	
  Liberty	
  and	
  Staten	
  Island,	
  
walked	
   down	
   the	
   Brooklyn	
   bridge,	
   experienced	
   the	
   evening	
   in	
   Time	
   square,	
   Bryant	
   park,	
  
walked	
  in	
  the	
  Central	
  park	
  etc.	
  I	
  then	
  went	
  to	
  Kansas	
  City	
  to	
  visit	
  my	
  sister	
  and	
  enjoyed	
  her	
  
hospitality	
  for	
  4	
  days	
  before	
  IAP.	
  

IAP	
  	
  

I	
  landed	
  in	
  Boston	
  on	
  7th	
  Jan	
  at	
  10:30	
  pm.	
  The	
  temperature	
  showed	
  -­‐16o	
  C	
  and	
  with	
  wind	
  it	
  
felt	
  like	
  -­‐23o	
  C.	
  After	
  getting	
  and	
  Uber	
  and	
  waiting	
  for	
  it	
  anxiously	
  for	
  3	
  minutes	
  all	
  I	
  finally	
  
got	
  in	
  the	
  cab.	
  I	
  reached	
  the	
  hotel	
  at	
  11:30	
  pm.	
  What	
  a	
  weather	
  it	
  was.	
  

The	
   next	
   day	
   was	
   the	
   introduction	
   session	
   by	
   Dr.	
   Bruce	
   and	
   a	
   short	
   description	
   on	
   the	
  
journey	
  of	
  the	
  program	
  and	
  its	
  new	
  phase	
  and	
  an	
  ice	
  breaker	
  exercise.	
  On	
  first	
  day	
  itself	
   I	
  
came	
   to	
  know	
   that	
   I	
   had	
   to	
  give	
  a	
   short	
  poster	
  presentation	
   to	
  Mr.	
  Ralph	
  Busch	
  as	
   I	
  was	
  
doing	
  a	
  thesis	
  with	
  BASF.	
  What	
  a	
  shocker	
  for	
  the	
  first	
  day.	
  From	
  the	
  first	
  day	
  itself	
  you	
  start	
  
to	
   feel	
   the	
   heat.	
   Apart	
   from	
  usual	
   short	
   courses	
   and	
   industry	
   lecture	
   there	
   are	
   activities,	
  
completions,	
   industry	
   visits	
   etc.	
   I	
   will	
   talk	
   about	
   each	
   of	
   these.	
  What	
   these	
   sessions	
   and	
  
activities	
  aim	
  at	
   is	
  to	
  get	
  you	
  mingled	
  up	
  with	
  participants	
  and	
  students	
  from	
  other	
  SCALE	
  
organisations.	
   That	
   is	
   where	
   you	
   start	
   working	
   with	
   brightest	
   minds	
   and	
   wow	
   what	
   an	
  
experience	
  it	
  is.	
  

The	
  short	
  courses:	
  These	
  course	
  expose	
  you	
  to	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  very	
  interesting	
  fields	
  of	
  supply	
  
chain	
   and	
   give	
   you	
   glimpse	
   of	
  what	
   the	
   subject	
   looks	
   like.	
   Again	
   you	
  work	
  with	
   different	
  
people	
  in	
  different	
  activities	
  during	
  the	
  course.	
  The	
  course	
  s	
  I	
  liked	
  are	
  Service	
  Parts	
  Logistics	
  
and	
  Green	
  Supply	
  Chain.	
  

The	
   APICS	
   case	
   competition:	
   The	
   case	
   competition	
   exposes	
   you	
   to	
   thinking	
   in	
   a	
   very	
  
different	
  way	
  and	
  researching	
  on	
  something	
  that	
  you	
  have	
  not	
  thought	
  of	
  earlier.	
  The	
  team	
  
and	
  all	
  the	
  brainstorming	
  sessions	
  you	
  do,	
  the	
  discussion	
  s	
  you	
  have	
  really	
  broadens	
  the	
  way	
  
you	
  think.	
  

The	
  Fresh	
  Connection	
  Challenge:	
  This	
  is	
  the	
  competition	
  that	
  require	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  attention	
  an	
  d	
  I	
  
had	
  most	
  number	
  of	
  meetings	
  for	
  this	
  game.	
   It’s	
  a	
  very	
  good	
  simulation	
  game	
  and	
  I	
  really	
  
enjoyed	
  the	
  game	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  the	
  team	
  discussions	
  and	
  the	
  meetings	
  we	
  had	
  preparing	
  our	
  
strategies	
  and	
  making	
  decisions.	
  

The	
   leadership	
  Workshop:	
   It’s	
   a	
   very	
   interesting	
   workshop	
   that	
   I	
   came	
   across.	
  We	
   came	
  
across	
  the	
  V.E.L	
  D	
  tactics	
  for	
  presentations	
  and	
  learnt	
  the	
  ways	
  to	
  impress	
  different	
  type	
  of	
  



crowds.	
   The	
   presentations	
   we	
   made	
   was	
   shown	
   in	
   the	
   class	
   as	
   one	
   of	
   the	
   best	
   in	
   the	
  
category.	
  I	
  really	
  enjoyed	
  making	
  the	
  ppt.	
  

Walgreens	
  DC	
  and	
  Boston	
  Scientific	
  Visit:	
  The	
  visits	
  were	
  really	
   interesting.	
  The	
  Walgreens	
  
DC	
  was	
  one	
  state	
  of	
  the	
  art	
  facility.	
  I	
  saw	
  ASRS	
  and	
  AGVs	
  for	
  the	
  first	
  time.	
  The	
  DC	
  employed	
  
40%	
  people	
  with	
  special	
  abilities.	
  Boston	
  Scientific	
  DC	
  was	
  also	
  a	
  great	
  place	
  and	
  showcased	
  
how	
  a	
  very	
  service	
  level	
  looks	
  like.	
  

At	
  the	
  end	
  I	
  would	
  say	
  the	
  best	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  visit	
  was	
  not	
  the	
  class	
  or	
  the	
  workshops	
  that	
   I	
  
attended	
  but	
  the	
  people	
   I	
  met.	
   I	
  met	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  best	
  people	
  there	
  and	
  made	
  some	
  best	
  
friends.	
  This	
  was	
  my	
  achievement	
  out	
  of	
  the	
  trip.	
  	
  

What	
  a	
  trip	
  it	
  was!!	
  

	
  

P.S.:	
   I	
   did	
   not	
   mention	
   the	
   trip	
   to	
   Vegas	
   in	
   between	
   as	
   it	
   was	
   a	
   different	
   experience	
  
altogether.	
  

	
  

	
  



	
  


